
N O T I C I N G  A N D  T H I N K I N G  A B O U T  T E X T  F E A T U R E S  
E M I L Y  B O N N E M O R T  

INTRODUCING 
NONFICTION 



THE DIFFERENCE 

F ICT ION VS.  NONFICT ION  



SORTING BOOKS 

• Sit in a circle. Put a big pile of books on the floor and have the 

class sort books into two piles.  Fiction and nonfiction.  Teach them 

how to look inside each book and think aloud about how to tell 

what kind of book each is.   

• Pass out a book to 2 children at a time. Ask them to look at the 

book together and determine if it’s fiction or nonfiction.  Store the 

books in labeled bins (fiction and nonfiction). 

• After books are sorted into fiction and nonfiction, work together to 

sort the nonfiction into smaller groups.  (weather, animals, people, 

places, etc.)  

   

 



FICTION VS. NONFICTION 

• As a class discuss the characteristics of fiction and 

nonfiction.   

• Make a Venn Diagram  

FICTION BOTH NONFICTION 

• Beginning, 

middle, end 

• Characters 

• Setting 

• Problem 

• Events 

• Solution 

• Stories 

• Read from 

beginning to 

end 

• Illustrations 

• They help you 

learn 

• They are fun to 

read 

• words 

• Bold print 

• Table of 

contents 

• Index 

• Photographs 

• Captions 

• Information  

• Fun facts 

• Read in any 

order 

• Do not have to 

read entire 

book 



TEXT FEATURES 



OBJECTIVE 

• Teach students to: 

• Notice text features and understand that they signal 

importance 

• Recognize that text features give readers more information 

and a more complete understanding 

 



INTRODUCING TEXT FEATURES 

 Introduce a new text feature each 

day.  Chart the feature and its 

purpose. 

 Show students many examples in 

nonfiction books. 
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 Teacher models how to 
design a text feature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students find their own 
examples of text features in 
books. 

 Students independently 
write or draw text features 
(Can use a text-feature 
student booklet). 

 



Nonfiction Text Features  

Feature Purpose 

Diagram Labeled picture that show the parts of 

something 

Label Word that tells about the picture 

Photograph Picture that shows how thing look in real life 

Caption Sentence that tells about a picture 

Fun Facts Tell interesting information 

Types of Print Show  important words 

Timeline Chart that shows events in order 

Map Picture that shows the location of things or 

places 

Table of Contents Gives the topics/headings and beginning 

page number of each section 

Index Tells what page to find information in a book.  

It is in ABC order.   

Glossary Lists new or important words and shows or tells 

what they mean 

Heading Tells you what the section is about 



SOURCES 

Primary Comprehension Toolkit  

by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis  


